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     DISTRICT 105BS NEWSLETTER 

    District Governor 2014-2015 

     Lion Carole Godden 
The DG’s Bit 

Toronto came and went in what seemed like a flash. It was a 
wonderful experience which gave us the chance to meet fel-
low lions from all around the world. While Edward saw the 
sights of Toronto, I was kept busy in DG school. My group 
was led by Pape Sembi from Kenya who facilitated some re-
ally good interaction between us all. In the group were DG 
Elects from America, Australia, Egypt, Lebanon , India and 
four of us from MD105. It was fascinating to find out how 
Lions work in far flung places. 
 

Once DG school ended, convention started. It was really 
wonderful to meet up with so many of our friends from BS and the rest of the MD and 
to share a few days of fun with them. 
 

Convention itself began on Saturday morning with the very colourful parade. It took 
four hours to make its way along the route. We found it very easy to spot our support-
ers in the crowd because IPDG David and DO Lion Chris were well decked out in Union 
Jack clothing and accessories! 
 

Saturday evening saw us all in our seats in the Air Canada Centre where we were     
entertained by Neil Sedaka. It has to be said that he gave a terrific performance which 
lasted well over an hour and a half. Not bad for a man of seventy five. We got the   
impression that he didn't want to stop! 
 

Plenary sessions of convention were busy and largely informative and there were 
some spectacular performances from disabled singers and dancers. I am sure none of 
us will ever forget the singing of a totally blind 17 year old Chinese girl. She simply 
stunned the audience. I am sure she has the talent to become an international star. 
The final plenary session on Tuesday introduced new International President, Joe  
Preston who “ entertained “ us all with his singing! 
 

Edward and I returned from Canada two days ago. Our flight home afforded us a very 
bumpy ride. Severe turbulence kept us strapped in our seats for most of the trans -
Atlantic trip. Needless to say, little or no sleep was to be had! 
We made a very bleary eyed pair when we went the following morning to the National 
Arboretum along with DG Ian and Lion Joy from District M to see the “unveiling” of the 
beautiful carved lion which will stand guard in our Lions' shelter. We were privileged to 
meet two of the talented gentlemen who carved the figure. 
 

It was good to be home and to begin the real work of a DG. It was encouraging to find 
that we achieved some positive growth for the month of July. Joe Preston will be     
delighted, I am sure, to see that BS has begun to fulfil his message and “strengthen the 
pride,” Long may we continue to do so. Welcome to our new members. I sincerely 
hope you will enjoy your Lionism. Congratulations to the clubs which have recruited 
new members. 
 

The excellent work of our clubs, zones, committees and officers continues. I know that 
there have been many activities and events including fetes and carnivals throughout 
the summer. I hope these were able to make the most of the recent warm sunshine. 
Above all, I hope you all had fun and enjoyed working together. It's what Lions are 
good at! 

Continued…. 
 

 

 



Stoke on Trent    80 

Telford     55 

Stone     49 

Beaumaris Menai Aethwy  36 

Tamworth     36 

Leek      34 

Little Orme    33 

Gnosall     32 

Ellesmere Port    26 

Llandudno    25 
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Travelling Lion 
   2014-15 

PLEASE NOTE:  Send your Visiting Lion 
Report Cards to:- Lion Sarah Cowling, 

22 Foxlair Road, Manchester. M22 9RN 

On Sunday 3rd August, we shall be having District handover/rededication. This promises to be a very enjoyable 
event and I would like to thank PDG Geoff for organising it. I do hope as many of you as possible will be able to 
join us so that you can meet our incoming officers. 
 
On July 28th, our youth exchange programme starts and we will be welcoming several young people from all 
points of the compass. It will be a pleasure to have them with us at handover. 
On Sunday 10th August, incoming cabinet will meet for the first time. Preparations for this are in hand. The first 
zone meetings of the year are planned to follow soon after this date. 
Planning is also in hand for the Autumn Forum which will take place at The Mercure Hotel, Chester 
on Sunday 23rd November and I would urge as many of you as possible to come along. An interesting            
programme is being developed. 
 
Fellow Lions, on behalf of the DG team, may I once again wish you all a happy year. We look forward to 
meeting you on our club visits. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Carole 

…...DGs Bit continued 

Top Ten TRAVELLING LIONS  

to 22nd July 2014 

There are now 17 Clubs taking part 
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Cannock Lions Float at Carnival 
 

Here's a photo of some of the Cannock Lions all at the end of 
the Procession for the Cannock Carnival.  

Our mascot was a star attraction and had so many photo's    
taken he even joined in the Zumba ! The temperature was only 
in the high twenties. Churchill even drove our ambulance. 
Check Cannock Lions Facebook page for more photos. 

Lions at the International  Eisteddfod  2014 

It was a glorious week, the weather was kind to us, there were groups of dancers and singers and musicians 

playing music from their country of origin  

The costumes were very colourful,  it is wonderful to see so many people from all around the world in this one 

little spot, it certainly is good to be a lion serving our community local and internationally. 

Lots of visitors came through the gates, and we gave a warm welcome to all who came to visit us in our Lions 

tent, such as our District officers, Lions from around the world who came on holiday, also the Minister of State 

for Wales David Jones, Eisteddfod Chairman Mr Terry Waite.   Mr Lion was visible and loved by lots of people 

young and not so young, we made cups of tea told them all about the things that Lions do locally and our In-

ternational projects. 

 We still took many photographs and printed them and also gave a certificate, we took e-mails to forward ex-

tra pictures we took of them.  The team members worked hard all week they are Lions Geoff, Ray, Ann, Rich-

ard, Liz, Barry, John &John and Lyn. 

The group we supported was called  “The path-

way dancers” from Zimbabwe They were bril-

liant children aged between 6 and 11 years old. 

They had lots of energy, and even between their 

dance performances they would come along to 

see us.  They came 2nd in the competition. We 

were so proud of them.  

We were grateful to all the clubs who gave do-

nations and came to give help over the week, 19 

clubs in all.  Once again Thank you  

PDG Lion Lyn Pinel 

Chairman of Eisteddfod Committee   
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Zone 3 Celebrates an Amazing Team Effort! 
 

This year the Lions Clubs in Zone 3 have been raising funds for the Oswestry Bone Cancer Centre Appeal. The 
appeal is to help fund a new £2 million Bone Cancer Centre at the specialist orthopaedic hospital and is de-
signed to treat patients in a bespoke care environment.  
 

The Tumour Unit in Oswestry delivers a nationally specialised bone tumour service, one of only five in the UK, 
with a catchment area of nine million people. It also treats people with metastatic disease (where cancer 
spreads to other organs). The Tumour Unit is part of the Greater Manchester and Oswestry Sarcoma Service, 
and the Greater Midlands Cancer Network and undertakes active research into bone tumours. 
 

The new purpose designed Centre is to be close to the main hospital entrance and will be built to the highest 
of standards. The much improved facilities will include en-suite rooms, treatment areas and a garden reflec-
tion space. 
 

In June, the Clubs of Zone 3, (Buckley and Mold, Flint and District, Knutsford and District, Oswestry, Stockton 
Heath and District, Vale of Llangollen and Wrexham Maelor), came together to celebrate their success in rais-
ing nearly £10 000 for this very worthy cause! True to the stalwart tradition of Lions, the damp weather did 
not prevent them from having a BBQ and enjoying each other’s company; the venue being the home of ZC 
Teresa and LP Don. 
 

The Lion Presidents made personal presentations of their cheques, on be-
half of their members, to Gwilym - a member of the hospital’s dedicated 
fund raising team.  
 

The fundraising events throughout the year took many forms, helping San-
ta in High Legh Garden Centre, a murder mystery in Clwyd Theatre Cymru, 
a Pride of Lions night etc., but more importantly allowed several clubs to 
work alongside each other and not just those in Zone 3!! 

Left to Right—LP Donald Nickson (Buckley and Mold), Zone Chair Teresa Nickson, LP Phil Cunnah (Flint and District), Gwilym, 

Buckley the Lion (aka as DO Ken Topping),  LP Frances Miller (Knutsford and District) Graham Cliffe (Stockton Heath and District). 

A Note of Thanks 

I would just like to thank each and every Lion of District 105BS for the support I have received over the last 
Lionistic year; and I do mean every single Lion.  I am grateful to all the lions who have supported me in my  
endeavours to improve the opportunities for Lions, Lions Clubs and our friends to do what lions do best  – 
serve our communities.  I am equally grateful for the opinions and contributions of 
those lions who have had the courage to let me know when they have thought I 
needed to be advised on matters of importance to them in their lions service.    

Also, I have to thank you all for the very warm welcome Lion Chris and I have       
received everywhere we have been in the District since my first taking up a role on 
the District Governor Team.  We have made new friends all over the District and it is 
our intention to try to come to events in each Zone so that we might maintain those 
contacts and friendships that have been made. 

Many thanks  

YIL  IPDG Dave  (I’m told IPDG really stands for Ironing, Painting, Decorating and Gardening.) 
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WE FOLLOWED OUR DREAM AT SANDON HALL 

Sandon Hall, the beautiful ancestral home of the Earls of Harrowby, was the setting for a fund raising evening 

hosted by Stone Lions Club in support of the Cannock-based charity The Newlife Foundation for Disabled Chil-

dren, the chosen charity of Lion Chris, wife of 105BS District Governor Lion Dave Handley of Stone Lions Club. 

Over 120 guests attended the event, with well-known Stone per-

sonality Diana Scott, MBE providing a demonstration of the art of 

floral decoration accompanied by music and personal anecdotes. 

The event, entitled ‘Follow your Dream’ to reflect the motto of 

Lions Clubs International President Lion Barry Palmer, raised an 

incredible £1,977.45 for the charity. 

Lion Chris was delighted by the success of the evening.  “It was 

wonderful to see so many people enjoying themselves in such 

beautiful surroundings.  Newlife is an exceptional charity which guarantees that 100% of each donation received 

from the public is spent where it is most needed – on the children.  The Lions of District 105BS have helped me 

to follow my dream of helping these very special children by providing them with the equipment they need to 

achieve their full potential and together we have raised in excess of 

£12,500 this year.” 

The Newlife Foundation is a registered charity which offers a wide 

range of services to families with children with disabilities and life 

limiting conditions.  Newlife are more than happy for Lions Clubs 

who are aware of children with special needs in their area to con-

tact them on 01543 468888 or via their web site 

www.newlifecharity.co.uk. 

TAMWORTH LIONS NEW PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS – WE CAN NOW ROAR LOUDER! 

Tamworth Lions have a new President, Lion Trish Lambert, seen in photo 1, 

on the right, receiving congratulations from District Officer Lion Graham 

Stanyer, left, with outgoing President Lion Linda Hunt, centre, looking on. 

President Trish is looking forwards to her term of office – President Trish 

said:  

“I thoroughly enjoyed being President a few years ago, and I look forward to 

the 2014-2015 Lion year at the helm of an invigorated and growing club”. 

  Also at the first meeting in Trish’s year, District Membership Officer Lion Graham Stanyer officiated at the in-

duction ceremony of two new Lions, Linda and Mark Kyte. 

Photo left shows Lion Linda and Mark with their membership certificates, 

[left to right DO Graham Stanyer, Lion sponsor Pam Trevena, New Lion Linda 

Kyte, New Lion Mark Kyte, Lion sponsor Geoff Trevena, and Lion President 

Trish Lambert.] 

Thanks to Cannock Lions President Lion Beverley Stanyer for taking the pic-

tures – for once Lion Geoff Trevena was on the receiving end, picturewise! 



SHOCKING NEWS! 
 
When the decision was taken to close Helsby & Frodsham Branch there were some funds left over in their    
Charity Account. A discussion was held as to what we could purchase that would benefit the local people.  
It was agreed that a Defibrillator would be bought, with the help of a 
Council Grant, and installed in the local supermarket.  The other            
machines were in schools and the Lions felt that one in the supermarket 
could be available to more local residents as it was open for many more 
hours than the schools.  
 

Recent research and study has shown that someone who has a sudden 
cardiac arrest and is administered a shock, has a much improved chance 
of survival than someone who is not shocked.  An effective response time 
to administer the shock is under eight minutes which is why installing 
them in public locations is vital. The Lions just hope that no-one needs it! 
 

Pictured in the photograph are, from left to right, Cllr Les Ford, Lions Margaret Marsh 
 and Judy Stewart, Cathy Mercer and Khosrow Sofla of Tesco. 

 

English Federation of Disability Sport 

National Junior Athletics Championships 
 

The Championships were again held at Warwick University over Sat 12th and Sun 13th July and attracted 250 ath-
letes from all over the UK and Ireland. Lions have an accord with EFDS to supply 30 volunteers but the appeal 
letter included with the District Mail unfortunately did not get a great response. However a personal appeal at 
the final Zone 8 meeting brought forward 9 volunteers making a total of 12 willing bodies from 105BS from Lich-
field, Stoke, Stone, Uttoxeter and Wilmslow, and together with Lions from other Districts the target was 
reached. 
 

Duties included car parking, distributing the lunches and assisting with the field and track events and everyone 
was kept busy and made a great contribution to the success of the games. 
 

The events ranged from throwing 
bean bags to quite competitive track 
races including wheelchairs. I would 
not be surprised to see some of the 
runners and long jumpers make it to 
the Paralympics in a few years time. 
The organisation of the games was 
very good and as a former runner I was impressed by the fact that the presentations started the minute the last 
event finished – no hanging around while scores were totted up! 
 

The donation from Lions Clubs to EFDS was down by half this last year which is putting the event in danger. The 
appeal letter did not attract many cheques but I am sure the volunteers who came along this time will encour-
age their Clubs to write cheques in the next few weeks. Like us the coaches all give their time freely and having 
the goal of the annual Championships help them to motivate the athletes at local level every week of the year. 
The results in terms of confidence, self esteem and comradeship from making even modest improvements in 
whatever sport is plain to see. 
 

I know a lot of Clubs feel that there are too many appeals with the District Mailing but in this case Lions can go 
and see the results (and actually take part by volunteering) and a modest amount from most Clubs would en-
sure the future. And there may well be an athlete in your area. 
 

2VDG Steve Shields 
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The copy deadline for the next issue of the 

District Newsletter is 20thAugust2014 

Please send everything in  electronic  format 
 as attachments 

(Word documents, Calibri 11 pt. with separate 
Jpegs) to me.  

Can correspondents please check days and dates for 
accuracy.  

Please identify key people in any relevant photo-
graphs otherwise the impact of the story line may 

be severely compromised by the omission. 
Newsletter Contact is:-  

 bsnewsletter@lions105bs.org.uk 

A fun day out and lots of good causes supported 
 
Who but Lions would put together an event where you would find a tank, a canal boat, a fire engine and a     
vintage tractor parked up together? Well all these and many more formed the exhibition of vehicles for Telford 

Lions Day on Wheels in Bowring Park on Sunday 13th July. 
 

Classic vehicles of all shapes and sizes, covering 90 years of motoring, were 
proudly displayed by their owners - some lovingly preserved in original   
condition and some imaginatively customised. A selection of old police and 
AA vehicles brought back particular memories to many of the audience. The 

exhibition was brought right up to date with the latest models put on display by local dealers. The sharp eyed 
could spot vehicles with 2, 3, 4, 6, or 8 wheels – all that was missing was a unicycle! 
 

The children were particularly taken with the opportunity to get up close to police, fire, ambulance and refuse 
disposal vehicles. They also took advantage of the circus skills workshop to develop their own dexterity as well 
as enjoying the fun of the fair. 
 

There were arena events running all day and plenty of stalls to browse- to shop or win a prize—while local    
community groups offered information and advice on a range of topics. Community involvement was a key   
aspect of the day with Wellington Mayor Karen Tomlinson opening the event, Scouts selling programmes, Air 
Cadets acting as marshals, St John’s providing the first aid and 4 other Lions clubs attending. 
 

Lion President Steve Beech said “The aim of the event is always to create a fun day out for the people of       
Wellington while raising some much needed funds for local charities, with a growing number of voluntary 
groups using the day to promote themselves and their causes. We estimate around £6,000 was raised in total 
which will be of great benefit to many worthwhile causes.” 

Here are the new members in July…... 
  
Gnosall  Helen Bundy 
  
Lichfield  David Sladden 
  
North Marches Helen Bollen 
  
Stafford  Natasha Firth 
   Emilie Roe 
  
Tamworth  Mark Kyte 
   Linda Kyte 
  
Uttoxeter  Angela Rushton 
   David Scorer 
   Carol Scorer 
   Mike Vickers 
   Elizabeth Yates 
  
Llandudno  Chas Murphy 
   Simon Shaw 
  
Prestatyn & Rhyl Ronald Cavie 
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Bev’s Bit… 
Well the new year has started, so take a look at the videos and photos from International Convention Toronto 
on the District Facebook page. DG Carole did a fantastic interview on University Radio http://
cre8radio.com/2014/06/11/carole-hodgkinson-tunstall-carnival/ 
It was the perfect interview. I don't know if the link will work by the time this NL is out but it maybe worth a try. 
The Every Penny Counts campaign seems to be very popular. You can order postcards & Posters which can be 
personalised from HQ. There is a jpeg version which fits easily on posters, stationary etc. There will be a Quar-
terly Briefing on the way to Presidents soon. The reviewed Competition rules for Kevron, Scrapbook, Visiting 
Lion & Best Website are on revamped website as well as the  Visiting Lion Form. 
 
A message from D.O. Dave Lewis. 
  
Lions Clubs are good at meeting community needs, and helping other charities but many clubs, including my 
own, are often poor at self publicity.  The cry from most clubs is that they need to increase membership, but are 
we good at selling ourselves to potential members? Is your club ready to publicise itself? We need to attract 
new members.  
 
Recently our Club ran a very successful charity race night which raised almost £1700 for a local hospice.  The 
hospice fundraisers had attracted sponsors but  a team of 12 Lions ran the evening which was extremely enjoya-
ble but after the evening was over I asked if anyone taken photographs?  No!  Does your club have its own    
official photographer(s)?  Has your Club appointed its own publicity officer?  Is your Club web site updated    
regularly?   
 
A potential new Lion commented that he and his wife  had been looking to join a local service organisation and 
visited the web sites of organisations such as Lions, Rotary, Round Table etc. They were disappointed to find 
that information on most web sites was way out of date showing only events that had occurred months if not 
years before.  Interestingly they did not level that criticism at our club. Do you use Facebook and Twitter?  Do 
you have regular social events to which potential members could be invited?  Are your socials advertised in   
advance on your web site?   
 
Do you have a member who could give a talk to local groups on the work of your organisation? Have you got a 
pre-prepared PowerPoint presentation showing the work of your club.  Have you got an up to date copy of the 
Lions Story? Have you a member who could talk on local radio?  
 
Does your club take advantage of opportunities to publicise itself?  Do you have a stall at local community 
events?  Could you mount a Lions display with just a weeks notice?  
 
Does your club have a gazebo, popup banners, an updated notice board showing the work of your club , A 
boards, promotional leaflets etc.?  
 
Fairly recently we were at a charter. My wife was sat next to an elderly club president of a club whose         
membership was less than ten.  I was alarmed when the president informed her that they were happy with the 
way the club was.  This rang alarm bells in my mind.  I could foresee that, if they don't attract new members, 
their  club would  die.   
 
Don't be the community's best kept secret.  Get out there and bang the drum for Lions!  Talk about Lionism with 
friends get your publicity in place, be ready to use any opportunity to publicise your good deeds.  
 
Lion Dave Lewis, Secretary of Stafford Lions  
Newly appointed District Officer, Global Membership Team Member for 105BS.  
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FESTIVAL IN THE PARK 

Ellesmere Port & District Lions had a fun day at the Festival in the Park in Frodsham, organised by the local     
Rotary Club.  This is an annual event for the community and is enjoyed by all who take 
part. There are lots of organisations running various stalls and some great ideas for 
fundraising were ‘gathered’ as the Lions went round the park investigating the      
competition. 

A brilliant attraction, as always, is the Lion himself. (Thanks to Lion Rob Fordham)  A 
collection bucket was placed near him and most people, who were taking pictures of 
their children with him, gave donations, without being asked.  The stall itself was a 
Tombola style with every go winning a prize and it made a good profit as well as     
raising the awareness of Lions in the area. 
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